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only remained three years in Dublin. During that rime
his own work did not change its character. But it was not
possible for any intelligent man to know Ireland before
the famine and after it without showing the mark of those
years. Between 1842 and 1845 Ireland was heading for a
calamity as great as ever fell on any country, and it struck
both the main classes, landlord and tenant, with ruinous
force. Lever's later work has value to-day only because
of his sympathy with a landlord class that had been splendid
in prodigality, and went down into picturesque ruin.